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 Connecting Point - December 2019 

I love this time of year. I love the season of Advent as we eagerly anticipate the coming 
of Jesus. We remember with great joy that Jesus has already been born on Christmas 
morning and we look forward to Jesus' triumphal return.   

During this Advent season, Pastor Luke and I will be preaching a sermon series looking 
at the birth of Jesus from the perspectives of different characters in the Christmas story. 
I say characters because we will be looking at a number of different people as well as 
the angels. We will explore the wide array of perspectives of Christmas so that we can 
really savor Christmas this year. 

We have high and holy beings—the angels. These beings are found in the presence of 
God. On the other end of the social ladder we will explore the shepherds. Shepherds 
were the people that could not find any other jobs. They were at the bottom. 

We will explore Mary and Joseph’s perspective of the Christmas story and Jesus’ life. 
Their faith and trust in God was amazing. An unmarried teenage mother selected to be 
the mother of the Son of God. And a carpenter to raise the Son of God. WOW! 

At our Christmas Eve services, we will explore Jesus' perspective. 

We will look at the Wise Men and their journey from the East, the significance of their 
gifts for Jesus, and the fact that they are from the East. 

We will also explore Anna and Simeon’s reactions as the baby Jesus was taken to the 
temple to be consecrated to God. They have wonderful reactions to meeting the King of 
Kings.      

To prepare our hearts to truly celebrate the gift of Jesus to the world, please come each 
Sunday and to our special Advent services. During this entire season of Advent let the 
words of the angels echo in your minds and hearts. 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;  

He is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign to you:  

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Luke 2:10-12   

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Scott 

 



 

King’s Kids invites you to join us for this year’s 
Christmas musical “CAKE: Christmas Acts of 
Kindness Experiment,” Dec. 8 at 6pm in Braswell 
Hall. This creative telling of the Christmas Story 
tells the importance of Christ’s birth, and how our 
lives are meant to show proof of His love. You 
won’t want to miss this heart-warming play or its 
adorable cast! Then join us afterwards for 
refreshments (and real cake) in Cockrell Hall! 

Youth Pac Christmas Events: Join us before our Hanging of the Greens service on 
Dec. 1 to go shopping for our Angel Tree children! On Dec. 8 we will wrap our gifts and 
enjoy a pizza dinner before viewing the Children's Christmas play, CAKE. Then our 
Christmas Party will be on Dec. 15 . We will meet early to sing carols at Hunter Hill 
nursing home and take gifts for residents without family close by. Afterwards, we will join 
together in Cockrell Hall for our party - bring a wrapped ornament and appetizer or 
dessert to share. (Stay tuned to the weekly updates for more details)  

Pathfinders Christmas Events: Meet us early on Dec. 8 to go shopping for our Angel 
Tree children and come back to enjoy a pizza dinner before viewing the Children's 
Christmas play, CAKE. Then join us for our Christmas Party on Dec. 15. Come in your 
best festive Christmas gear and bring an appetizer or dessert to share! (Stay tuned to 
the weekly updates for more details) 

Sunday School: Build lasting friendships and explore and learn strong Biblical  
teachings in Sunday School. High School meets in the Basement, Middle School meets 
upstairs in A201, and Children meet in the classrooms behind Braswell Hall at 10am. 

Pathfinders Winter Retreat: Our Winter Retreat is scheduled at Massanutten Resort, 
Feb. 14-17. The theme this year is “Rooted” based on Colossians 2:6-7. We’ll dive into 
what it means to be rooted in Christ and why that’s important. The cost for this trip will 
vary depending on what each youth may need: $410 for trip costs, lift tickets and rental; 
$355 for trip costs and lift tickets (no rentals); $230 for trip costs if not skiing. An initial 
deposit of $200 is due Dec. 15 and the remaining balance is due Jan. 26. Space for this 
trip is limited so we will take those who register first (must be a consistent member of 
Pathfinders). Register at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/YOUTH.HTML#HIGH-SCHOOL. 

 
 

In April of 2020, six families from Nashville UMC will be travelling to Belize to work with 
Kids Konnect 4 Jesus (KK4J) and the Family Impact Mission. These 25 missionaries will 
be working with KK4J spreading the Gospel, sharing life skills, leading Bible Studies, and 
other activities to strengthen the families in Belize. During December, members of this 
mission team will be sharing information about how you can support them through an 
"Adoption Fundraiser." Visit them in the Gathering Area or contact Bill Lumpp at  
252-908-5300 or bill.lumpp@gmail.com to learn more. 

 

 

 



 

Each fall the Children’s Ministry is so blessed that Joanna Hale lends her creative 
talents to our Christmas play. As many of you know, Joanna is a high school chorus 
and drama teacher who has the special gift of drawing out the talents of others and 
bringing together beautiful performances. This year she has chosen such a sweet 
script for our King’s Kids to use as they tell the importance of Christ’s birth. 

The story begins with a group of fourth and fifth graders who are finally on 
Christmas break. While the kids are excited to have a few weeks off of school, this 
year there’s one catch: the teacher gave them homework! (And not just any 
homework… a group project!) As the story unfolds, the project comes to mean 
much more than they could have imagined. They embark on an exciting 
“experiment,” a Christmas Acts of Kindness Experiment that will change the way 
they experience Christmas forever.   

The kids learn the importance of serving others and participating in acts of 
kindness, especially throughout the Christmas season. While the holiday season is 
joyful for most, for so many others it can be a time when loneliness, grief, and 
financial strains are magnified. Because kindness is at the root of every detail of the 
Christmas story, sharing Christ’s love with others at Christmastime can offer 
glimpses of His hope, joy, and peace. Through Christ’s birth, God performed the 
ultimate act of kindness that proves His love for us. Our lives should serve as 
reminders of this. 

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  
He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of His mercy.”  
Titus 3:4-5 

In the spirit of the play, our children are challenging you to help them out with a 
Christmas Act of Kindness Experiment of their own. The night of the play, we will be 
collecting items for the Nash County Senior Center’s outreach, Stockings for 
Seniors. To bless seniors in Nash County, consider donating travel size toiletry 
items, socks, snack items, hats, scarves, and any other small gift item (crossword 
puzzles, word searches, etc.) that can fit inside a stocking.  

It’s a small way we can show kindness to others. We also hope you’ll join us for our 
children’s musical on Sunday, December 8 at 6pm to show your support of King’s 
Kids. We pray it will be a sweet blessing to all who come! 

In His love and grace, 
Dr. Nichole Huff 
Director of Children & Family Ministries 

 



 

What are you doing New Year’s Eve? This year, 
you have the chance to ring in the new year with 
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! Bring in 2020 
the right way with your church family in Braswell 
Hall on Dec. 31 at 6:30pm. We’ll have plenty of 
snacks, coffee, and hot cocoa. Children are  
welcome. 

The NUMC Chancel Choir will present, Go Sing it 
on the Mountain on Dec. 15 at the 11:00 service. 
Come hear this musical mixture of folk hymns, 
familiar carols, and original music that proclaims 
the good news "Joy to the World! Christ is born!"   

Join us for our Christmas Eve evening services 
on Tuesday, Dec. 24. We’ll have a contemporary 
service at 5pm in Braswell Hall and our traditional 
service at 8pm in the Sanctuary.  

Celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season 
at the Hanging of the Greens Service on Sunday 
Dec. 1 at 5:30pm. We will decorate our Sanctu-
ary and learn the meaning behind our Christmas 
traditions. Stay afterwards for our UMM Spaghetti 
Supper. 

A Longest Night Service will be held in our 
Sanctuary on Friday, Dec. 20,, at 7pm. Join us for 
this time of remembrance and renewal for those 
coping with loss, pain, or hurt. A memory table 
will be available to display small items, and light 
refreshments will be served after the service.  

Nursery is provided for all of our Worship Services. 



We’ll began a special Advent sermon series, Per-
spectives on Dec. 1. This sermon series will ex-
plore Christmas from different people’s perspec-
tives. We will explore the different people in the 
Christmas story to see how we can relate to them 
and learn from them. . If you miss a sermon, re-
member you can l isten onl ine at 
WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET.  

Join us for this special Advent sermon series from Dec. 1—Jan. 5.  
Pastors Scott and Luke will help you explore Christmas from different people’s  

perspectives. We will discover the different people in the Christmas story 
 and see how we can relate and learn from them. 

 

Pastor Scott and Amy Dodson invite our church family to a floating  
Christmas Open House on Sunday, Dec. 15 from 3-6pm. 

Their address is 1751 Blue Heron Drive, Nashville.  

We are asking our church family to graciously provide food items. 
A list of suggestions will be available in Sunday School classes  
and the Gathering Area. Items can be dropped off at church on  

Saturday, Dec. 14 from 3-6pm, or Sunday, Dec. 15 before 11am.  

Life is full of choices. As we remember Mary’s faithfulness 
to God’s plan, it’s the perfect time to support the great 
ministry at Your Choice Pregnancy Resource Center. 
During our Christmas Eve services, we’ll accept a special 
offering to support YCPRC and young women with 
unplanned pregnancies.  



 

FAITH CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
Every year, Faith Christian Ministries helps over 200 children to have a blessed 
Christmas, even when their families are struggling. We need compassionate  
volunteers to help us prepare the toys in the “Christmas Shop” and to help parents 
shop for their children. From December 6-21, we need volunteers to help during 
the 9:30am—12pm or 11:30am—2pm  shifts. Please contact Lynne Walker at 
FCM (459-7977) if you can help in any way. 

This December, King’s Kids is partnering with the Homebuilders Sunday School 
class to support the Nash County Senior Center’s Christmas Stockings Drive. 
We’d love your help! To bless seniors in Nash County, consider donating travel 
size toiletry items, socks, snack items, hats, scarves, and any other small gift 
items (crossword puzzles, word searches, etc.) for the Senior Center.  

Items will be collected at our children’s Christmas play on December 8 at 6pm. In 
the spirit of our play, we hope you’ll support our own “Christmas Act of Kindness 
Experiment!”  

Christmas is a time when we remember our greatest gift—the gift of Jesus Christ. 
It’s a time of giving and showing others the love that Christ shows us every day. 
We have several ways you can give to those in need over Christmas. 

We are sponsoring children from La Estrella through our Angel Tree, which is 
located in the Gathering Area. When you select a tag, be sure to write it on the 
sign out sheet located beside the tree. Gifts are due back by Sunday, Dec. 15 and 
the Christmas Celebration at La Estrella will be on the 22nd. 



 

Last month, nine delegates from the NC Conference Chapter of the WCA, including 
Pastor Scott, traveled to the Global Legislative Assembly and stayed for the Global 
Gathering. Below is a recap from Gary Allred, Retired Elder and WCA delegate from 
the NC Annual Conference. 

“Remember Lot’s wife.” (Luke 17:32). Those are the words that set the tone for the 
Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) Global Legislative Assembly held at Asbury 
UMC in Tulsa, OK. That opening really got my attention as I recalled the Biblical 
account of what happened to Lot’s wife as she looked back to her past without an eye 
to the glorious future awaiting her descendants. 

“Remember Lot’s wife!” Jesus spoke these words in the context of his discourse on 
the coming of God’s Kingdom. Since our beginning, Wesleyan Methodists have 
believed and taught that God’s Kingdom is indeed coming. The Kingdom is unfolding 
even as each generation lives out its span on this side of the Resurrection. We are 
privileged to be the generation called by God in this time and place to renew our fore-
bears’ vision of God’s Kingdom. 

The primary and guiding vision of the WCA is to reclaim and seek reformation of our 
Wesleyan Theological heritage—the renewal of the doctrine and Spirit-filled move-
ment that gave birth to a revival that impacted two continents, beginning in the 18th 
century. Many of the ways such a revival spirit is being reclaimed for a new 
Methodism is founded in the documents and resolutions passed and affirmed in 
Tulsa. 

Do you envision a renewed Methodism that seeks to be a movement that will stream-
line denominational bureaucracy, freeing up financial resources for effective mission 
outreach; re-establish trust among the local church and the general church, with no 
trust clause; revitalize evangelistic outreach while planting new congregations, with 
the “Great Commission” becoming its preeminent mission; make the local church, 
and not the annual conference or other body, the central place of all ministry empha-
ses; elect bishops to a limited term where they will serve in their conference 
(geographical area) for a limited term and, following that term, once again serve as a 
pastor in a local congregation; have an ordination process that is not cumbersome 
and protracted and that turns out well-trained and evangelical minded pastors; 
increase the role of the laity as it relates to ordination of clergy, the election of 
bishops, and the appointment of pastors? 

This exemplifies my dream of what Methodism should be. I suspect it is what you 
long for as well. Most importantly, I believe this is the Church God is calling us to be! 
“Remember Lot’s wife!” 

 



ASP Sponsorships: Everyone can support our 2020 ASP team through tax  
deductible sponsorships. Gifts can be made through the church offering, online by visiting 
the NUMC website WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/WORSHIP/GIVE or mailed to NUMC, PO Box 
86, Nashville, NC  27856. With a sponsorship of $50 or more you will receive a 2020  
t-shirt. Just indicate your t-shirt size with your donation. If you have any questions about 
ASP contact Lewis Smith at eatsmoke4u@gmail.com or 252-903-9848. 

Parenting Bible Study: Pastor Scott will be leading a Bible study on raising Godly 
children in the 21st Century. The study will take place on Wednesday nights at 6:30 
beginning in January. Watch for more information coming soon. 

Operation Christmas Child: Thanks to your generosity, we delivered 185 shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child! We pray that children all over the world will be blessed by the 
gifts and loving hands that packed them. 

Belize Adoptions: During December, members of the Kids Konnect 4 Jesus mission 
team will be sharing information about how you can support them through their "Adoption 
Fundraiser". Visit with them in the Gathering Area or contact Bill Lumpp at 252-908-5300 
or bill.lumpp@gmail.com or to learn more. 

Staff Love Offering: Christmas is a time to show appreciation to our church staff. 
The Staff-Parish Relations Team asks that you consider showing your love and  
support of the staff by contributing to a love offering. Please designate your donation to 
“Staff Christmas Love Offering” and submit by Dec. 15. 

Methodist Men's Breakfast: Our UMM Breakfast will be on Sunday, Dec. 8 at 7:30am in 
Cockrell Hall. All men are invited for great food, fellowship, and a short meeting to 
discuss upcoming ministry events.  

Costa Rica Missions: We will be sending a team to Liberia, Costa Rica in February. It’s 
not too late to get involved! If you are interested in helping with building improvements 
and ministering to our friends at Fuente de Gracia (Source of Grace Evangelical 
Methodist Church), contact Reid Hildreth (373-1131) or Dennis Coggins (908-4033) for 
more information. 

Parsonage Open House: Pastor Scott and Amy Dodson invite our church family to a 
floating Christmas Open House on Sunday, Dec. 15 from 3-6pm. Their address is 1751 
Blue Heron Drive, Nashville. We are asking our church family to graciously provide food 
items. A list of suggestions will be distributed to Sunday School classes and the 
Gathering Area. Items can be dropped off at church on Saturday, Dec. 14 between 3 and 
6pm, or Sunday, Dec. 15 before 11am. Call Lois Beal at 919-601-4768 for more 
information. 

Team Java: We could use extra help in cleaning up the coffee areas after the 11:00 
service begins. If you can help, email info@nashvilleumc.net or text 252-314-1118. 

 



Men’s Bible Study: Our men have a Bible Study every Tuesday at 
8:30am in the Bus Garage. This study includes men from several other churches in our 
area. Come study God's word with others who are growing in their faith.  

Prayers with the Pastor: Join our Prayer Warriors every Tuesday morning at 7am in the 
Parlor as we pray for those in our congregation and community. 

Food Bank: We support Faith Christian Ministries with our communion offerings and food 
donations. Bring non-perishable food to the donation basket in the Gathering Area. 

Lost & Found: Our Lost & Found is in the Work Room (room with the drink machine) and 
has coffee mugs, glasses, and other items. We are putting coats and other clothing in the 
coat closet in the Gathering Area. An i-pad was found and is in the church office. We’ll 
keep items for 6 months and then they will be donated to Faith Christian Ministries. 

Photography: We are always looking for pictures to post on social media and update our 
website. If you have pictures of church events, text to 252-314-1118 or email to 
info@nashvilleumc.net. 

Trustee Work Areas: If you find a repair that needs to be made, please refer to the 
printout available in the workroom, kitchens, and online at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/
RESOURCES. Cleaning needs can be written in the notebooks in the information centers. 

Can you Serve? We need additional volunteers for 8:30 & 11am Children’s Church. 
Contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net to join a monthly team. 

Library: Visit our Library in Room B104 and check out the many books and DVDs to help 
you grow in your walk with Christ.  

 

 

 

prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

stay connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Schedule events using the Church 
Event Form in the workroom or 
online: NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 

Additions to the bulletin should be 
sent to the church office by  
Mondays at noon. Newsletter dead-
line is the 10th.  
You can also find finance guide-
lines, bus reservation information, 
and more—all on the RESOURCES 
webpage. 

2019 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Contemporary Worship: 252 
11:00 Contemporary Worship: 83 

11:00 Traditional Worship: 76 
Sunday Night Youth Worship: 55 

Sunday Night Children’s Worship: 104 

Average of all Services: 485 
Includes special services and those on  

retreats & mission trips. 

 



Sunday 
 8:30am Contemporary Worship Service 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Traditional Worship Service 
11:00am Contemporary Worship Service 
 4:00pm Youth Band Practice : Basement 
 5:00pm Children & Youth 
 (See email updates for Dec. Activities)  

 6:00pm Spirit-filled Small Group : Parlor 
Monday 
 7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s  
 7:00pm Bells of Praise : Bell Room 
Tuesday 
 7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 
 8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 
 6:30pm Epic of Eden: B105 (through 12/17) 
 6:30pm Women’s Study : Library 
 (See Church Calendar for meeting dates) 

 7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 
 7:00pm Pack 76, 7pm : Cockrell Hall  
 (3rd Tuesday Only) 

 7:00pm NarAnon : Choir Room 
Wednesday 
 6:30pm Choir Practice : Choir Room 
 7:00pm Pathfinder’s Bible Study : Colliers 
 7:00pm Contemporary Band Practice  
 8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 
Thursday 
 3:15pm NES Mentoring : Cockrell Hall 
 7:00pm Disciple II Fast Track 
 Library  
Friday 
 7:00pm River Church Bible Study 
Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
 4118 W Hwy 97,Stanhope 

  

Dec. 1 Hanging of the Greens 
 5:30pm : Sanctuary 

Dec. 4 & 7 NUMC Hosts Compassion Café 
 11pm : Bus Garage 

Dec. 8 Methodist Men’s Breakfast 
 7:30am : Cockrell Hall 

 Children’s Christmas Play 
 6pm : Braswell Hall 

Dec. 15 Christmas Cantata 
 11am : Sanctuary 

 Parsonage Open House 
 3-6pm : 1751 Blue Herron Dr. 

 Youth Christmas Parties 

Dec. 19 WDS Christmas Program 
 6pm : Braswell Hall 

Dec. 20 Longest Night Service 
 7pm : Sanctuary 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services 
 Contemporary, 5pm : Braswell 
 Traditional, 8pm : Sanctuary 

Dec. 31 Watch Night Service 
 6:30pm : Braswell Hall 

Team Meetings 

Dec. 4 Administrative Chair Bkfst 
 6am : Oak Level Café 

Dec. 11 Trustees 
 7pm : A205 

Dec. 17 Weekday School Board 
 6pm : Chapel 

 Finance Team 
 7pm : Parlor  
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