
Dear Church Family, 
 
The world is a mess. Emotions and reactions to them are tools of the 
enemy to keep humanity in turmoil. There is no end. Greed, hatred, 
malice, discontent, distrust, and so forth are all emotions. We can 
even be overly passionate about something that might have some 
merit to the point of evil. A man once said to me, “My neighbor won’t 
get away with this. I’ll get even!” Emotions prevail - often above God 
and the Bible. This always leads to destruction.  
 
Ephesians 4:26 says, “Be ye angry and sin not.” The Father created 
us with emotions. They are a precious gift. We “feel” love, joy, peace, 
safety, comfort, and many good and positive emotions. Emotions can 
be helpful. They can be warning signals like the hair on a dog’s back, 
but when we have knee jerk reactions to emotions disaster looms. Oh, 
we make excuses for ourselves. We feel justified in our reactions. It’s 
all a decision, you know - to let the tail wag the dog or not. A better 
decision is to consider the ways of the Lord. 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 list the “Fruit of the Spirit”. It is love, joy, peace,  
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self  
control. Notice that they are not called the Fruits, but Fruit of the Spirit. 
Each part is to become our Christian practice and lifestyle. This too is 
a decision that the Lord will undergird. There is none perfect, but this 
doctrine should be our ambitious goal. The Word does not tell us to 
forget the Fruit when we are slighted or justified. When we dig down to 
basic motives for our reactions we usually find our own sin. 
 
Now back to the world. It is a mess! So we pray for God to help us  
affect the world more than it affects us. If we follow our emotions 
around like hounds on a rabbit, how can we affect the world more than 
it affects us? Follow God and not rabbits. I promise that Jesus will 
help. 
 
Grace and His peace, 
Pastor Ralph 
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Children & Youth 

Children & Youth—Sunday Nights: Sunday nights are hopping with over 180 children, 
youth, and leaders attending. But, we welcome more—so bring a friend and show them 
how the Holy Spirit is moving at NUMC! We will not meet on Nov. 12 or 26. Enjoy some 
quiet time with your family! 

Children’s Musical: King’s Kids is busy preparing for the 2017 Children’s Musical, Jingle 
Bell Beach! There will be two performances: Saturday, December 2 at 6:30pm and  
Sunday, December 3 at 10am. Parents, contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net if you are not 
receiving King’s Kids emails. A detailed Nov. practice schedule has been emailed to all 
parents. Also, sign up for our Remind app group @c49aaek. 

Children & Youth Email Updates: The best way to stay updated on children and  
youth events is through the weekly email Updates. To get on the distribution list,  
contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net (King’s Kids), ps1powell@suddenlink.net (Youth 
PAC), or kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net (Pathfinders).  

Discipleship Retreat: Both Youth PAC and Pathfinders will attend this retreat on Nov. 
10-12 at Camp Oakhill in Oxford, NC. It will be a weekend of fun, fellowship, learning 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and what Jesus teaches us in His Word. 
Be in prayer for this group as they strive to grow in their walk with Christ. 

Pathfinders - Shine On! Invite a friend and join Luke and Kaitlyn on Wednesday     
mornings for breakfast and Bible study at the Sheetz on Old Carriage Rd. at 6:15am. 

Sunday School: Build lasting friendships and explore and learn strong Biblical  
teachings. In these groups, you’ll feel free to join in discussions of Bible topics and share 
your insights. High School meets in the Basement, Middle School meets upstairs in 
A201, and Children meet in the classrooms behind Braswell Hall at 10am every Sunday. 

 Children’s Christmas Play:  December 2, 6:30pm & December 3, 10:00am 

Hanging of the Greens:  December 3, 5:30pm 

Christmas Cantata:  December 10, 11:00am 

Christmas Eve Morning Service:  Combined Worship: 10:30am 

Christmas Eve Night Services, 5:00pm & 8:00pm 

Watch Night Service: December 31, 11:00pm 

 

Save the Dates 



 

Note from Nichole 

The Schemes of the Devil 
Satan doesn’t like us. I’m not sure if you’re aware – but he doesn’t. And he will stop at 
nothing to see that the plans of God’s goodness are thwarted. Expect spiritual warfare if 
you’re planning to actively live for Jesus. 

This morning I sat down to submit my November newsletter article. One that I had worked 
on for a few hours, beginning at 5:30am when babies are sleeping and quietness 
abounds. One where I poignantly and prayerfully addressed the need for the Church to be 
more than a collection of good people who do good works. We had to stand for, live for, 
and most importantly, share Truth. That salvation depended on a personal relation-
ship with Jesus. Nothing more, nothing less. There was no working our way to Heaven. 
And, just as Paul anguished over Israel (see Romans 9), our hearts should break for 
those without the intimacy of a vibrant walk with Christ. 

But when I went to email my longer, more eloquent article, two versions had saved. One 
wouldn’t open and instead a “corrupt file” message appeared. The other opened only to a 
blank screen and a blinking cursor. Hours of work and effort lost. The words were gone. 

But that’s okay. A few deep breaths and chocolate Halloween candies later… and I’ve got 
a few words of my own: “Not today, Satan.” With a print deadline pressing, he may have 
won this battle, but he will not win the war. Lucky for him I didn’t have time to rewrite the 
piece, but unlucky for him, I’m wise to his schemes.  

In Ephesians 6:11-12, Paul urges us to equip ourselves daily with the Armor of God: “Put 
on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but…against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 

Scurrying to pen new words to paper, I opened up my web browser to pull up the verses 
above. On the homepage, in illuminated print, God had an encouraging word for me too: 
“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword…” He-
brews 4:12. 

Some 17 years ago, on a summer college missions trip, the words of a pastor stuck with 
me. He urged us not to be too taken aback by the devil’s schemes. “If we never had run-
ins with the devil,” he said, “chances were good we were going in the same direction.” 

Satan is in the details of your life if you’re actively seeking Jesus and seeking to advance 
the Kingdom of God. See, in the end, Jesus wins. The devil knows his time is limited and 
if he can frustrate you, distract you, or discourage you – he will. But the word of God is 
alive and active. Put it in your hearts, meditate on its promises, and proclaim its truths.  

Not today, Satan. Not tomorrow either. 

In His love, 
Dr. Nichole Huff 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 



“One Day with God”. How 
can you have one day 
with God? Isn’t every day 
with God? Is it for the 
inmates of Nash Correc-
tional, for their children?  

“One Day with God” is a camp inside prison walls where inmate parents and their  
children reconcile and spend time together. The camps are sponsored by Forgiven 
Ministry which was founded by Scottie Barnes in 2000. Scottie was a 55 year old 
grandma when God revealed His plan for her life. She would use her experience as a 
child of an inmate herself to seek restoration for families. 

Camps are held all over the country and after waiting 3 years, the dads at Nash  
Correctional were given the go ahead to have a camp. Nash reached out to NUMC 
member Kirk Woodard to have our church serve as the host site from which the  
children would be transported and where their caregivers would wait for them. I was 
one of over 80 volunteers that would help 35 children spend the day with their dads.  

Volunteers were needed both at the prison and the church. A volunteer from Raleigh 
and I were selected to be a mentor for an 8 year old girl who had driven overnight from 
New Jersey to see her dad for the first time in a year. She liked soccer and 
recess, she had a cat; she had learning disabilities and was being raised by a single 
parent. Forgiven Ministry had spent the day before teaching the dads what it means to 
be a godly dad.  

For my little girl, the camp began at the Nash Correctional gym with her dad’s name 
being called to greet her across the floor as it was with every other child. One dad 

 

One Day with God 

For all have sinned and fall short  

of the glory of God, and all are  

justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that 

came by Christ Jesus.   

          Romans 3:23-24  



grinned as he realized his son was now 
taller than he, but most reunions seemed 
awkward, were the dads and kids unsure? 
Regular visitation is limited to one hug in, 
one hug out.  

The day progressed as we played relay 
games, had lunch, and birthday cake for all 
the birthdays missed. We made a craft and 
saw a magic show. There was a former 
WNBA player who told the dads and kids 
that this was just one chapter of their book 
and the book isn’t finished. “God has the 
pen, let him finish writing it”, she told them. 

There was an activity time where dads and 
kids interviewed each other and by this 
point uncertainty was gone. Kids were 
curled up in their daddies’ laps. The day 
wrapped up with a very emotional father/
daughter dance and father/son walk around 
the gym. A few last minutes to say everything, to touch. I cried so much at this point, 
I wasn’t sure they’d want me to volunteer again. What if I couldn’t touch my boys 
every day? An aging inmate helper brought me napkins and I gave my grief for 
these families to God. The day concluded as we released balloons and sang How 
Great Thou Art. 

We were taught in training to not ask about the crime. I didn’t know my dad’s sin, he 
didn’t know mine. It says in Romans 3:23-24 “for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.” Volunteers, dads, and Nash officers and staff were united 
that day for the purposes of showing that grace, love, and redemption to the child. 

The camp was a day where no one was concerned for themselves, we were  
concerned for each other. It brought about such a holy peace in that place that it 
truly was One Day with God. I encourage you to get a glimpse of that holy peace by  
visiting Forgivenministry.org where you can experience a day like mine through the 
ABC News segment that is linked on their website. Forgiven will be back to host a 
camp at Nash next year, I hope you’ll join me! 

In His Peace, 
Meredith Luper 

 

One Day with God 

 
 
A father has some quality time with His 
daughter during the long awaited Father/
Daughter dance. 



We all get there, right? I’m speaking of becoming a senior-citizen. Some can’t wait to 
retire from their careers, others look head long into the travel scene, while others just 
want “free-time” to do whatever they choose. But all-in-all we still want to be produc-
tive servants to our families, friends and our extended church family. That's where 
S.A.M. (Senior Adult Ministries) comes in.  

We, Nashville United Methodist senior-citizens are truly blessed! We have a group of 
seniors (some new seniors, some in the middle and some “old” hat at it) but we all 
love our time together over fellowship, food and fun each month in Cockrell Hall. We 
sing, laugh, minister, get informed, discuss events, travel -  all the while enjoying our 
life’s journey.  

We meet once a month on the third Tuesday from September to Nov. and from  
January to May. In the summer we call ourselves the Road Runners and on the  
second Friday of June-July-August we take “Seafood Friday” day trips.  

Still, others want more involvement & activity built around our earned wisdom and 
Godly maturity, our knowledge of the Word, our love of our “church” children, their 
parents, and our fellow church members. After all we’ve been there and done that, 
right? In Titus 2:3-5 the Word admonishes the older women to teach the younger 
women: Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be 
slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can urge 
the younger women to love their husbands and children,  to be self-controlled and 
pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no 
one will malign the word of God. Titus 2: 3-5.    

Toward that goal of more…If 
you would like to brain storm 
with me for the next level of 
our senior adult ministries 
(S.A.M.) please contact me 
and let’s not get left out of 
the spiritual revival that is 
shaking our church. We 
have lots to offer, let’s join 
this wonderful movement of 
the Holy Spirit and Serve.  

Because He Lives,  
Victoria Frazier  

 

Senior Adult Ministry 

Senior adults ready to take off for their Seafood Friday trip. 



 

Operation Christmas Child 

 

Because I am not the most Facebook savvy  
person, I am hesitant to accept a friend request 
from a stranger. So last January when I got a 
request from "Hermine Adamyan," I was natu-
rally skeptical. But when this stranger sent me a  
picture of our family through messenger and 
asked "maybe it's your photo?" she had my full 
attention! 

It turned out that Hermine had received a  
Christmas shoe box from us, along with a 
signed picture of the Pardue family (with then 4-
year old Andrew and 1-year old Ethan.)  
Hermine, now 23, had saved our photo all these 
years! With the technology of Facebook, she 
found me and messaged me: "I kept that 
card....at my parents' home. I always wanted to 
know who sent it. I always wanted to say thank 
you." 

Needless to say, this just made our Christmas last year! (even though it  
happened in January )  We support Operation Christmas Child each year in 
hopes  that our gifts will brighten someone's Christmas, but don't expect to have 
confirmation. What a blessing that God works through Facebook too! We have 
seen Hermine grow into a beautiful young wife, mother, and woman with God in 
her life.  This sweet girl is a friend now, halfway across the world, all because of 
God's work through Operation Christmas Child. Luke 10:29-37 

Lynn Pardue  

Monday, Nov. 23 
NUMC Sanctuary | 6:30pm 

 Hermine with her son, years after 
receiving a special Operation  
Christmas Child shoebox. 



Poinsettias: Help decorate our church and honor a loved one with a Christmas  
Poinsettia. Plants will be foil lined with bows. 6 1/2” pots for $12 and 7 1/2” pots for 
$20. Memorials and Honorariums will be printed for services on Dec. 3. Order by 
noon on Nov. 27. Order online at www.NashvilleUMC.net or get a form in the  
Gathering Area. 

Methodist Men's Breakfast: Our November UMM Breakfast will be on Sunday the 
12th at 7:30am in Cockrell Hall. All men are invited for great food, fellowship, and a 
short meeting to discuss upcoming ministry events.  

Boston Butts: The Methodist Men will be grilling Boston Butts on Nov. 18 for 
Thanksgiving. Tickets will be available from the Methodist men or can be purchased 
at the church office, Monday-Friday from 8am-noon.  

Operation Christmas Child: We quickly distributed our available OCC cardboard 
boxes this year, but in an effort to move towards sustainable packaging, Samaritans 
Purse recommends using small plastic shoebox containers, which can be reused by 
the children. These are available at many stores for $1 or less. Instruction booklets 
and mailing labels are available in the Gathering Area. Shipping donations of $9/box 
are suggested for international shipping. Boxes are due back by Nov. 12.  

Hot Topics: Join Pastor Luke Whitehead and Dr. Nichole Huff in the basement at 
6:30pm on Wednesday, Nov. 15 as they discuss Anxiety and Depression: Causes, 
Coping, and Christianity. Childcare will be provided in C103.  

Angel Tree: We will be sponsoring children from La Estrella through our Angel Tree, 
which will be located in the Gathering Area beginning the 19th. When you select a 
tag, be sure to write it on the sign out sheet located beside the tree. Gifts will be due 
back by Sunday, December 10. 

S.A.M.: Senior Adult Ministry will have their Thanksgiving Catered Meal Nov. 21 at 
12pm in Cockrell Hall. Rev. & Mrs. Kenny & Kim Davis will minister to us in songs of 
praise & worship. $7 per person at the door. Call Victoria at 459-2396 to reserve your 
seat.  

Community Thanksgiving Service: Nashville’s Community Thanksgiving Service 
will be held in our sanctuary on Monday, Nov. 20 at 6:30pm. We hope everyone will 
come and join other Christians in our community as we worship and thank God for 
the many blessings He has given us.  

Hanging of the Greens: Celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season with the 
Hanging of the Greens Service on Sunday Dec. 3 at 5:30pm. We will decorate our 
Sanctuary and learn the meaning behind our Christmas traditions. Stay afterwards 
for our Spaghetti Supper & Fellowship. No sign-up needed - Just Come!  

 

Events 



prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7:00am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They’ll be 
praying for our community, country, 
and all known prayer requests in the 
church. 

Decorating: We’ll be decorating the church for Christmas on Nov. 27 & 28 beginning 
at 9am. Everyone who enjoys decorating for Christmas is welcomed to come help.  

Prayer Watch: Join with others at NUMC if you desire to pray for NUMC, our nation, 
state, government, and individual needs. Come monthly on the fourth Friday at 6pm 
in Braswell Hall. Contact Marilyn Poll (252-452-3006) with any questions. 

Mission Trips: Appalachia Service Project 50th season is the summer of 2018. Plan-
ning and registration is underway. Please contact Lewis Smith at 252-903-9849 or 
eatnsmoke4u@gmail.com for more information or to sign up for this Mission Team. 
The Costa Rica Mission Team has scheduled their trip for January 19-29, 2018. Con-
tact Reid Hildreth (373-1131) or Dennis Coggins (908-4033) for more  
information about this team. 

Youth Worship: Our youth have a worship service as part of their Sunday night  
activities. Everyone is invited to the basement from 6:15-6:45 for music led by the 
youth band, scripture, and sermon by Pastor Luke.  

Prayers with the Pastor: Join our Prayer Warriors every Tuesday morning at 7am in 
the Parlor as we pray for those in our congregation and community. 

Men's Bible Study: Our Men have a Bible Study every Tuesday at 8:30am in the 
Bus Garage. This study includes men from several other churches in our area. Come 
study God's word with others who are growing in their faith.  

stay connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. 

You will also find brochures on various ministry groups, 
Church Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

For Announcement & Communication guidelines, visit the 
website under About Us/Resources.  

Nashville United Methodist Church 
Children at Nashville UMC 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

 

Events 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Events should be scheduled using the 
Church Event Form located online at  
NASHVILLEUMC.NET/ABOUT US/RESOURCES 
or in the work room. 

Changes or additions to the bulletin 
should be sent to the church office by 
Mondays at noon. Newsletter dead-
line is the 10th.  

You can also find finance guidelines, 
bus reservation information, and 
more—all on the RESOURCES webpage. 

Attendance 
Contemporary: 261 

Traditional: 93 
Thursday Nights: 55 

Sunday Night Youth Worship: 51 

Average of all Services: 443 
Includes combined  

and special services. 

 

Facts & Figures 



Sundays 
 8:30am Contemporary Service 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Service 

 4:00pm Youth Band Practice : Basement 

 5:00pm Children & Youth 

 6:00pm Ralph’s Small Group  
 Parlor 

 6:15pm Youth Worship : Basement 

Monday 
 7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s   

 6:30pm Disciple II : Men’s Bible Class 

 7:00pm Bells of Praise : Handbell Room 

Tuesday 
 7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 

 8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 

 7:00pm Praise & Worship Band Practice  

 7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 

Wednesday 

 6:15am Youth Bible Study : Sheetz 

 6:30pm Choir Practice : Choir Room 

 6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study : Sanctuary 

 7:00pm Rockfish Practice  

 8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 

 8:00pm NarAnon : TBD 

Thursday 
 6:30pm Thursday Praise & Worship 
    Braswell Hall 

Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
    4118 W Hwy 97,Stanhope 

Nov. 2 & 6 - NUMC @ Compassion Café 
   11am : Bus Garage 

Nov. 10-12 - Youth Discipleship Retreat 

Nov. 12 - UMM Breakfast 
   7:30am : Cockrell Hall 

   Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due 

   Children & Youth Night of Rest 

Nov. 15 - Hot Topics 
   6:30pm : Basement 

Nov. 18 - UMM Boston Butt Cook 
    5-7pm : Pick up, Collins St. entrance 

Nov. 20 - Community Thanksgiving Svc. 
   6:30pm : Sanctuary 

Nov. 21 - S.A.M 
   12:00pm : Cockrell Hall 

Nov. 23 - Happy Thanksgiving 
   No Thursday night worship service 

Nov. 24 - Prayer Watch 
   6pm : Braswell Hall 

Nov. 26 - Children & Youth Night of Rest 

Nov. 27 - Church Council 
   7pm : Cockrell Hall 

 

Weekly Events Special Dates 

Team  
Meetings 

Nov. 1 Admin Chair Breakfast 
 6am : Oak Level 

Nov. 7 Trustees, 7pm : A205 

Nov. 12 Stephen Ministry 
 5pm : Men’s Bible Class 

Nov. 21 WDS Meeting 
   6pm: Chapel 

 Finance, 7pm : Parlor  
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